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SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER INAUGURATES MAHEVELI PROJECT 

1 . WITH ELABORATE BUDDHIST CEREMONIES.CONCH SHELLS 
SOUNDING AND JASMINE PETALS FLOATING DOWN FROM AMERICAN- 
GIFTED HELICOPTERS, PRIME MINISTER BAND ARAN AIKE JANUARY 

8 INAUGURATED NEAR CENTRAL CITY OF KANDY STATE I OF WORLD 
BANK-AIDED MAHAVELI DEVELOPMENT PROJECT. FIRST STAGE CONSISTS 
OF DAM AND TUNNEL THROUGH MOUNTAIN WHICH WILL DIVERT WATER 
FROM SRI LANKA'S LONGEST RIVER NORTHWARD TO THE PARCHED NORTH 
CENTRAL DRY ZONE, AND HYDROELECTRIC POWER STATION AT END 
OF TUNNEL. ONLY DAM AND TUNNEL COMPLETED WHILE OPERATION 
OF POWER COMPLEX AT UKUWELA EXPECTED IN EARLY 1976. 

2. UNITED FRONT GOVERNMENT HAS TRIED TO MADE GREATEST 
POLITICAL CAPITAL FROM OPENING, GIVING EXTREME PUBLICITY 
AND CLAIMING RESPONSIBILITY FOR PUSHING THROUGH 
ARRANGEMENTS FOR THIS MASSIVE (BY CEYLONESE STANDARDS) 
UNDERTAKING. NOT SURPRISINGLY, OPPOSITION NITED 
NATIONAL PARTY, ALSO CLAIMS PARENTAGE. GRATIFYING IS MENTION 
THAT DEFINITE PLANS FOR PROJECT WERE FIRST DRAWN IN 1957-58 

BY UNITED STATES OPERATIONS MISSION CONTAINED IN OFFICIAL 
OPENING PROGRAM, OPENING SPEECHES NEWSPAPTER EDITORIALS AND 
NEWSPAPER ADVERTISEMENTS PARTAINING TO CEREMONY. 
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